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Macau's Fai Chi Kei under threat; Hong
Kong's battle to preserve Wing Lee Street;
Valcucine CEO Leandro Cappellotto on
replanting the world's forests; and Martin's
Patershof's sensitive repurposing of a former
church proves that it can be done
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“We architects have the task of
transmitting into wood, concrete, glass and
steel, of transforming human aspirations
into habitable and meaningful space”
Arthur Erickson
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MAP Architects Hong Kong has been appointed
to devise the masterplan for the island of Koh
Rong, Cambodia, slated for international
tourism and real estate development.

MAP's appointment is part of an impact
study for the development of Koh Rong as
Asia’s first 'environmentally-planned" island.
The team of international consultants
includes Scott Wilson Engineers to oversee
environmental aspects.

In addition, commercial real estate services
firm CB Richard Ellis has been appointed by the
Royal Group of Cambodia as exclusive advisor
and sole agent to introduce investors to the
Koh Rong development.

The Koh Rong archipelago, 30 minutes by
boat from Cambodia's main coastal town of
Sihanoukville, is being hailed as the 'next
Asian Riviera’ following the success of
Phuket, Koh Samui and Bali.

The Royal Group, a diversified business
conglomerate, has been granted a 99-year
lease by the Royal Government of Cambodia
to develop Koh Rong, the largest private
island in the region.

Koh Rong covers 78 sg-km, about a third of
the size of Koh Samui, with a local population of
approximately 317 families living in small fishing
villages. The island remains virtually untouched,
with its 28 white sand beaches stretching up to
six kilometres and crystal clear waters.

Development opportunities are now opening
up with a new international airport at nearby
Sihanoukville, currently welcoming chartered
flights and private jets. Flights from Phnom
Penh and Siem Reap are expected to begin in
the near future.

Two to three golf courses can be accommodated
on the island and new infrastructure will include plans
for organic farming, waste management, improved
education, jobs and medical care for the local
population.
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A fluid mind
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The Shaikh Ebrahim bin Mohammed Al Khalifa Centre for Culture and
Research in Bahrain is hosting Fluidity & Design, the Gulf's inaugural
exhibition celebrating the work of Zaha Hadid. Running until 30 April, the
exhibition presents Hadid’s continued exploration and research into a new
architectural language of fluidity that encompasses all scales of design.
Ranging from jewellery to large-scale furniture pieces, each produced as
unique or limited edition pieces, the works offer visitors an overview of the
originality and innovation of the Pritzker Prize-winning architect.
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