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MAP was approached to join the project team in March 2007 1o assist in the completion of the design
development and construction drawings of the Podium Shell & Core. This expanded to include the concept
design for the retail street, (The Boulevard), including the portals and the ‘Bubble’, and interior design for
public areas and suites in the Hard Rock Hotel. MAP's work involved the full design services for the Level
27 Rock Star suites and the Level 28 suites. We produced design development and construction drawings
and site office support for the ground floor spaces, entry, lobby, lounge, and ‘drum museum’.

Hong Kong based MAP Architecture and Planning (MAP) has for many
years been heavily involved in designing hospitality spaces, in fact it’s
in their blood. Current projects see the firm working in China, Dubai,
Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand. Recently they completed work at

. Macau’s newest leisure and entertainment resort, City of Dreams.
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Coming on to the team mid project - as it were - we had relatively ‘fresh eyes’ and were able to bring
some lateral solutions to certain issues as well, of course, being a mature and experienced architectural
‘swat’ team.

Initially MAP started with the design development and construction documentation of an earlier
concept design before the Owner and the Principal Tenant felt that a new idea was called for. “We are
pleased that the Owner gave us the opportunity to respond with this high concept design. We were
interested in exploring a system that would accommodate the numerous non-shop front walls and at
the same time convey a strong spatial concept.

The designs were continually developed - in line with the original concept architect’s and the
Owner’s vision and in response to evolving project parameters. The inspiration derived initially from
Christo's wrapping of the Pont Neuf and has become a system of billowing curtains that reveal the shop
fronts as a series of stage fronts.
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‘.*E'%_\m‘@ 3 A hiig Early concept designs for the lobby had been approved when MAP was appointed to develop
these designs into detailed drawings and to oversee their construction on site. In the end MAP
produced whole new designs for the entrance portal, memento wall, reception counters, the bar, toilets,
and the lobby retail shop.
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MAP introduced a number of unique materials to the project which aren’t to be found elsewhere.
The entrance portal employs patterned glass with a combination of mirror, etched and clear leaf
motifs. The drum museum employs thousands of real drum sticks installed in varying lengths to create
a contoured relief sculpture resembling the Hard Rock tattoo. In the Boulevard, the bowed ‘curtains’
are formed in GRG - finished in a pearlescent white.

The Hard Rock escalator is actually called the Drum Museum. One sideis the drum stick sculpture referred
to before. The other side is a series of stepped metallic platforms meant for the display of memento
drums. Some of the columns appear to be finished in river stones, MAP originally hoped to install split
natural stone — ultimately a ‘cultured’ artificial river stone has been installed.

Other exclusive materials used include leathers, employed on furniture particularly — but can also be
seen on the reception counter fronts and in a wide variety of uses in the Rock Star Suites — including on
the main doors! Additionally Grey Travertine has been used in the lobby and Roman Classic Travertine
in the suites. With few exceptions it is safe to say that virtually all materials and systems for any quality
of project are available in China today and this was certainly the case at COD. The Owner employed
specialist procurement agents for the most part however MAP also sourced special lighting from
The Czech Republic.

It is obvious that the luxury shopping arcade, known as the Boulevard, offers a new type of shopping
experience in Macau. “Over the years MAP has been involved in numerous retail projects where the
emphasis had always been to maximise the glass shop front with the exposure of the merchandise
- logically being the prime motivator. The balance of the retail interior becomes a study of flooring and
ceiling materials and lighting. In the case of the Boulevard - as part of the City of Dreams - there was
a mandate to create a richer experience for visitors, the aim has been to build excitement and we hope
our contributions help.

“One way of looking at the project is that there was a plan with no straight walls supported on a square
structural grid — this brings many challenges in understanding the 3-dimensiacnal complexity of the
project and the huge coordination efforts required for success. Despite the many ambitious design ideas
we were determined to produce these cost effectively every time.

MAP Adding Value by Design

In this regard we had to design the detail of the Boulevard's ‘curtains’ so that all the cladding could be
produced from a limited number of forms. There were numerous challenges in detailing and finishing
out the portals and the Bubble.

Fitting out works commenced on average 12 months before the project’s completion and from
commencement the project grew in scope for MAP. In the beginning they had deployed a small team
of 6 to the owner's project office in Hong Kong which grew to a maximum of about 30 staff with half
this number stationed in the Project Office. From the project office MAP's personnel worked daily with
the owner's design managers and the contractors.

Of overcoming the logistical challenges that such a vast project inevitably brings when fitting out
works are ongoing amidst continuing construction works, “The contractors planning
was exemplary in this regard. Areas were completed such that other works were enabled to proceed.
Much of the Boulevard was completed in advance for a clean handover to the anchor tenant. We are
extremely pleased to have been part of this landmark development and are confident that MAP has
added its unique signature to the developer’s bold vision.” says Karl Grebstad, Director.

Text: Mike Staiey g% Derek Leung
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For more information, contact / METHES, WEHEE:
m MAP Architecture and Planning
Email / B iF: map@maphk.com, or www.maphk.com.
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